Koroit and District Primary School - 30th
October 2026

Here is the land.

Here is the sky.

Here are my friends and here am |

We thank the Peek Whurrong people for the land on which we learn and play.

Hands up, hands down — we’re on Peek Whurrong ground.



Principal Report

This week, we began in the brightest way imaginable! A huge thank you to the many families
who supported our Hi-Vis Day as we celebrated the incredible relationship we have shared with
Susan over the past 17 years.

There could not have been a more fitting way to farewell someone who has been such a
constant, caring and much-loved presence in our school community. Susan enjoyed one final
opportunity to walk the crossing, accompanied by our Grade 6 students who formed a guard of
honor in recognition of her extraordinary contribution. She then made her way along the fence
line to acknowledge and farewell our Foundation to Grade 4 children, who watched on with
such excitement and affection.

| have to admit; this was one farewell | was hoping | wouldn't have to see. Some people become
so much more than the role they hold, and Susan is certainly one of those people. For 17 years,
she has been a familiar face, a reassuring presence and a much-loved part of the daily life at
Koroit and District families. There are simply no words that can adequately express our
gratitude for the care, commitment and positive impact she has had on generations of our
young children. The difference she has made extends far beyond helping children cross the road
safely; she has helped them feel seen, valued and cared for.

As one of our School Councilors so beautifully put it, "/ am not sure how I am going to
remember where | parked my car!" | suspect this parent is far from alone! It is a wonderful
reminder of just how much Susan has become woven into the fabric of our community. | am

also certain that, given the chance to sit down over a cuppa, Susan could share countless stories,
special moments and memories from her years as our much-loved crossing lady. What a
privilege it has been to have her as part of our everyday lives for so long.



Susan, you truly are a gem. Your warmth, dedication and genuine care for our children and
families have left an indelible mark on Koroit and District. You have been part of so many
childhood memories, so many morning greetings and so many moments that might seem small
but have meant so much.

You are going to be incredibly hard to replace, not simply because of the role you have fulfilled,
but because of the person you are and the relationships you have built along the way.

Thank you, Susan, for 17 wonderful years of care, kindness and commitment. You have made
our community brighter in more ways than you will ever know, and while we are excited for you
as you begin this next chapter, you will be missed more than words can say.

Grade 3/4 Winter Sports

Last week many of our grade 3/4 children attending the Winter Sports in Port Fairy. Children
were engaged in football, netball and soccer. None of this is possible without our army of
teachers and the very appreciated volunteer coach- Ben Julius.

Thanks also for the many parents who came over to support their children during this time.
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School Council

School council will be held on Monday night at 7 pm in the staff room.

School Damage

Our school should be a welcoming place where everyone can learn, connect and enjoy. However,
the past few weekends we have had visitors who have left, rubbish and soft drink bottles

around the grounds, and damage to school property which has resulted in unnecessary repair
costs. The basketball court is now impacted by children who have ridden and skidded on the
surface, impacting the safety of all of our students. If you are using the school grounds
unsupervised please take the time to clean up after yourself and respect the hard work of our
families to provide an aesthetic school for all.

Grade 2/3 Excursion & Grade 2 Sleepover

On Thursday, Grade 2/3 students travelled to the 12 Apostles and Bay of Islands as part of our
inquiry unit for term 4, where they learned about landmarks of Australia. The children enjoyed



the new facilities and were one 40 out of 3000 visitors who have attended the 12 apostles each
day. Thank you to Brad for standing in for Mr. Ellison who fell ill during the week.

Grade 2 students stayed on at school for a sleepover with Mrs. Mac, Mrs. Lathwell and Miss
Immy. The children enjoy the playground to themselves after school, a walk to the gardens,
sausages, and ice cream while watching the movie oddball. It was fabulous to see the children
enjoy their peers and support each other throughout the evening. Thank you to Miss Immy and
Mrs Lathwell for providing this opportunity for our children.

Attendance

The Attendance and Absence Recording Guide assists schools in recording different types of
attendances and absences accurately. This is important to:

e ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students by monitoring their attendance.

e assist in identifying and resolving barriers to education when a student is absent often
and if the student needs additional support to attend school.

e assist schools in meeting their duty of care to minimise the risk of reasonably
foreseeable harm to a student.

e enable DE to meet reporting requirements at a State and Commonwealth level.
Standard codes
¢ When a student attends, this should be recorded as 100 — Present.

e When a student is absent, but a reason has not yet been established, this should be
recorded as 500 — Unexplained. This should later be changed when the absence has
been followed up and an explanation is received.

Recording attendance
For all students who are attending school, attendance recording should be:
* In primary schools, attendance must be recorded twice every day

Please ensure that where possible you inform the school of reasons for absence using Xuno or
contact the office on 55658332.
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Southwest Healthcare - Circle of Security

TERM 4 SESSIONS START WEDNESDAY 28 OCTOBER! Are you a parent or carer looking for ways
to support your child’s emotional wellbeing while navigating the challenges of family life? South
West Healthcare’s Infant, Child & Youth Mental Health Services are offering FREE online
parenting sessions throughout Term 4 to help families build skills, confidence and practical
strategies to support their children.

e Wednesday 28th October 12-1pm, Wednesday 4th November 11am-12pm, Monday 9th
November 12-1pm, Monday 16th November 12-1pm & Monday 23rd November 1:30-
2:30pm

e Online
No registration required! Simply click the link below when it’s time to join.

Circle of Security Link



https://vcc.healthdirect.org.au/t/swh-camhs/room/circle-of-security-group-room

Infant, Child & Youth Mental p
Health Services \y

Z0Zz6 Term 4 Online Parent Group Timetable

STEPS TO A CALMER HOME

Supporting parents to stay present, mindful,

and attuned to their children’s emotional
needs

Wednesday 28" October : 12-1pm

HELPING YOUR CHILD WITH
SCHOOL REFUSAL
Supporting your child who is having
difficulty attending school

Wednesday 4" November : 1lam-12pm

HELPING YOUR CHILD DEVELOP
EMOTIONAL REGULATION SKILLS

Supporting your child to develop the
skills to manage big emotions

Monday 9" November : 12-1pm

HELPING YOUR ANXIOUS CHILD
Supporting your child to develop the
skills to manage anxiety and build resilience in
stressful situations

Monday 16" November : 12-Tpm

HELPING YOUR CHILD ON THE
AUTISM SPECTRUM

Supporting you to understand the diagnosis of
autism, setting goals, making accommodations
and exploring support options

Monday 23" November : 1.30-2.30pm

Join the link: https://vce.healthdirect.org.au/t/swh-camhs/room/icymhs-group-room-2

For more information, please contact your ICYMHS clinician or email us at
camhseswh.net.au

Gastro in our School

We have had reports of Gastro in our school this week. If your child/ren are having symptoms
please ensure you are keeping them at home to reduce the spread. Below is the departments
exclusion period for Gastro.

Diarrhoeal illness

In an outbreak of gastroenteritis,exclude until there has not been vomiting or a loose bowel
motion for 48 hours. For sporadic cases of gastroenteritis,exclude until there has not been
vomiting or a loose bowel motion for 24 hours.

Xuno Approvals

We are continually following up on Xuno approvals on the morning of excursions. Please ensure
that you are on top of school events and ensure that approval is completed 48 hours prior to
the event.



All events that occur outside of the school ground will have a Xuno notification and approval.
This is a part of our child safety requirements.

Scholastic Book Fair - November 10 to 12
& Book Fair Coming Soon! &

Our annual Book Fair is returning to the school library from Tuesday 10 November to Thursday
12 November, with loads of new books on sale for our students to explore, discover and enjoy.

Families are invited to visit before and after school each day (8:30-9:30am and 2:30-3:30pm).
An additional session will be held on Wednesday from 11:00am-12:00pm to coincide with our
Remembrance Day activities.

Students will have the opportunity to browse the books with their class and create wish lists on
Monday 9 November before sales begin.

The Book Fair is a wonderful way to foster a love of reading and get children excited about
books. Every purchase also helps raise valuable funds and resources for our school library,
benefiting all students.

You're invited to our

" schoLastic Book

Reports Term Four
The way we do reports is changing Victorian wide.

The Department of Education has updated its student reporting policy to support a more
consistent statewide approach to reporting student achievement and progress. The changes are
intended to make reports clearer for parents and easier for teachers to prepare. Where
comments are used, they provide plain English information about what a student has learned,
and the progress they have made. The updated approach will also improve the consistency of



information shared when students move between schools, particularly from primary to

secondary school.

What's changing in our reports

Your child's report will illustrate their progress and achievements in each learning area and

capability, showing:

your child's achievement level in each learning area and capability for that semester.
This will be rated against a 5-point scale.

their progress since the last report
a brief summary comment (primary)
a general rating of your child’s effort and conduct (primary)

a rating of your child’s effort and conduct in each learning area and capability
(secondary)

a brief general comment (specialist school)

achieved learning goals (specialist school)

How we'll keep in touch during the semester

You can check your child’s learning anytime. Just log into Seesaw parent portal.

If you have any questions about these changes, please contact the school. | have attached an

image of the proposed 2027 report format. KDPS will begin the transitioning process this year

ensuring that we provide a clear, explicit description of your child's learning in core learning

areas (Literacy and Numeracy).



Option1
Recommended for primary Insert
. school logo
Achievement and progress report here

This report provides a summary of achievement and progress
across all learning areas and capabilities taught in Semester 2.

Example name Attendance: 100%

[Student's name] has made good progress this semester. They can now write stories on their own
with events in the right order. They use capital letters, full stops and jeining words correctly.
These skills were difficult for them in Semester 1. In Maths, [Student's name] has also progressed.
They previously could recall the times tables for twos, fives and tens. Now they use those facts to
solve everyday problems with multiplication and division.

v

Makes their best effort

Interacts well with others v
ngg::gsmki"g and 25 30 At expected level
English: Reading and Viewing 20 25 At expected level
English: Writing 20 25 At expected level
Mathematics 25 30 At expected level
Science 25 25 At expected level
Languages: Italian 15 20 Below expected level
The Arts: Music 25 35 Above expected level
The Arts: Visual Arts 20 25 At expected level
Physical Education 25 30 At expected level
Health 15 25 At expected level
Humanities: Geography 15 25 At expected level
Technologies: Design and

Technologies 20 30 At expected level

Capabilities Previous level Achieved level m

Critical and Creative Thinking 25 30 At expected level
Ethical 20 25 At expected level
Intercultural 20 25 At expected level
Personal and Social 25 30 At expected level

Collins Booksellers - Kids Club

Orders are due 31st of October and delivered to the school on the 9th of November. This is the
perfect time to start your Christmas shopping!

Let's get behind local business!



collins booksellers

kids' club

Choose any stocked kids' item!
Here are some ideas...
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Connect

This week we welcome David Holscher back from leave. Dave enjoyed hours in the garden with
the grade 3/4 children and Mrs. Vesey. Lauren continues with her Life Skills with Lauren
program on Tuesdays and Thursdays with selected students. Mrs. Ryan had approximately 20
children in the garden this week mulching, weeding and cutting back the garden. The team
around the learner is clearly evident at KDPS.



Big Life

s BIG LIFE
<

Term '+ Weeks 3 & 4

In week 3 & 4 students practiced a thinking strategy called
Circle of Control. Circle of Control gets us identifying the
things we can do something about and the things we can't. For
example, we can focus our energy on our words, actions and
responses, rather than the things we cannot control, like past
mistakes, changes or other people’s choices. Using this strategy
can help us manage big emotions & challenges.

Ways we can use the Circle of Control at home: @@}g)

1.Name the feeling - Acknowledge how theyare feeling

2.Dialupcuriosity- “\s thisinside or outside our Control?”

3.Melp find the thingsinside their control - Focus on helpful words,
actionsandresponses

4.Focusononeaction—Ask, “What canyoudonext?”

5.Modelit - Talkaloud about whatyoucanand can’t controlin
everydaysituations.

Big Life with Mel
On Friday of week 4,
Grade 5/6s reflected
on executive
functioning skills to
assist them with high
school transition.
Grade 3s & 4s
explored violence -
what it is, different
types of violence, and
the impact acts of
violence can have on
all people involved.
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Grade structures for 2027

Grade structures for 2027 are currently being refined. As per last year all children will

experience five transition visits with their classroom teacher of 2027 where possible. Transition
dates are: 11th, 18th and 25th November, the 2nd of December (2:25-3:25) and 8th of
December being the half day transition day (9:00-1:30). We look forward to the children
building relationships with their peers before the 2027 school year. Please note foundation

children will finish at 3:15 pm for ease of pick up.

The grade structures for 2027 include

F/1
F/1

2/3



2/3
4/5
4/5
6
6

Grade structures are determined based on numbers of children in each cohort. The process that
we go through is intensive to ensure that we have the best grade options for our children. The
above grades allow us to maintain our incredibly effective learning communities while
maintaining class sizes across the school.

Children will receive their letter to indicate their classroom teacher for 2027 on Tuesday 10th of
November, the night before the first transition visit. Please remember that change can be hard
and the first transition is always fraught with anxiety. Anxiety is a normal process and can be
addressed by acknowledging concerns and looking at the positives. Please reach out if you have
any concerns.

Important Dates
PUPIL FREE DAYS

20th November- Assessment and Reporting Day - Theircare Available

Transition Dates for all students.

11th November- 2:25-3:25pm (3:15 for preps)
18th November- 2:25-3:25pm (3:15 for preps)
25th November- 2:25-3:25pm (3:15 for preps)
2nd of December- 2:25-3:25pm (3:15 for preps)

8th of December from 9:00- 1:30 pm (12:30 for preps)



Roadworks on High Street - October & November

Please see the attached information regarding roadworks in October and November that may

affect your travels to and from school.
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Bushfire Preparation Information

In preparation for the upcoming bushfire season we would like all families to note the below
information. It is critical that we have all contact details up to date including mobile phone

numbers. Please reach out if you need to update any of your information.
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Newsletter and website article: Schools in Category
3 on the Bushfire At-Risk Register and the Category
4 List

School preparations for the bushfire

Each year, we undertake a ral of activities to ensure the safety of our
school and to prepare for bushfires and grassfires.

CA

An important part of this process is communicating to parents what will L=
happen when certain fire danger ratings are issued to help ensure the FIRE DANGER RATING
safety of students and staff.

Ou': sclhool has been identified as being at risk of bushfire or grassfire and is a Category 4
school.

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in South West fire
district.

Closure of the school due to a Catastrophic fire danger rating will be enacted when the Bureau
of Meteorology forecast and related public safety messaging are confirmed. Due to
uncertainties in the forecast, the timing of this confirmation may vary. Information regarding
potential or confirmed Catastrophic fire danger days will be communicated to you by Xuno
message and Email.

It is also important to be aware that:

No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic

Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days.

All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled.

School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for fire
weather district in which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas
that have Catastrophic fire danger.

As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our
Emergency Management Plan and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.

What can families and the school community do to help us prepare?

» Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.

* Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, checking our website
hitps://www.koroitps.vic.edu.au/, by talking to your child's teacher or any other member of
staff about our emergency management plan.

* Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements if our school is closed due to Catastrophic fire danger. Further information
can be found on the CFA's website.

NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE ARTICLE: SCHOOLS IN CATEGORY 3 ON THE BUSHFIRE AT-RISK REGISTER AND THE
CATEGORY 4 LIST | Updated June 2025
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* Action your family's bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school
‘community may be spread out across many areas and some families may be at higher risk
than others. Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if you are actioning your
bushfire survival plan and if your children will be absent on these days.

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family's bushfire survival
plan.

Families are to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on C; ic fire danger rating
days in their district. The safest option is to leave the night before or early on the moming of the
Catastrophic day. On such days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of
older children.

You can find more i ion on ies, warnings and actions here:

« VicEmergency app - that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile
devices

VicEmergency Hotline 11500 226 226)

Website

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vi )

Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)

ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

Frequently Asked Questions
What is the department’s policy?

The Department of Education annually assesses the fire risk of all schools and early childhood
services with the support of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO). The are allocated a category of risk (categories 0 to 6). Schools and services that are

on the Bushfire At-Risk Raaxster (BARR). Schools at some risk of
bushfire and grassﬁre are published on the Category 4

The department's Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early
childhood services on the BARR and the Category 4 List to close when a Catastrophic fire danger
rating day is forecast in their fire weather district. All school bus routes which travel in or through a
district with Catastrophic fire danger must also be cancelled.

The policy also requires that schools at the highest risk of bushfire (those in Categories 0, 1 and 2
of the Bushfire At-Risk Re?lsler) enact pre-emptive action plans based on the fire danger forecast
for their Local Government Area (LGA).

Who issues fire danger forecasts?

The Bureau of Meteorology (BDM) provides public fire danger rating forecasts each day of the fire
danger period using fire weather district areas. In Victoria, there are 9 fire weather districts, which
are based on Local Government Area boundaries.

The depanment uses these forecasts when supporting schools to enact their pre-emptive bushfire
actions plans.

NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE ARTICLE: SCHOOLS IN CATEGORY 3 ON THE BUSHFIRE AT-RISK REGISTER AND THE
CATEGORY 4 LIST | Updated June 2025

Ordering - Lunch Orders and Uniforms
UNIFORM ORDERS

For polo tops, sports tops, jumpers, bags, hats and beanies please order via My School Connect.
My School Connect Uniform Shop

LUNCH ORDERS

Lunch order days are Wednesday and Friday each week. Orders are to be in by 9am on these
days. Smart Schools - Lunch Orders



https://myschoolconnect.com.au/index.php?route=account/login&t=tuckshop
https://www.smartschools.com.au/

Koroit And District
Primary School

h Menu - McMahon Family
Catering
WRAPS AND ROLLS
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Victoria's Container Deposit Scheme
Did you know that you can donate your 10 cent container refunds directly to our school?

All you have to do is deposit your eligible 10 cent containers into any of the container deposit
refund points, scan our unique barcode and you have helped fundraise for our school. It is that
simple!

Koroit & District Primary School

C2000011319
VIC
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VICTORIA'S CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME

DONATE YOUR DRINK

CONTAINERSTO
Koroit & District
Primary School

Do something good today by recycling your
drink containers in the dedicated bins

Koroit & District Primary School

Check for the 10c mark
i_é
—
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Important Dates at KDPS

KDPS School Calendar



https://www.koroitps.vic.edu.au/calendar/

NOVEMBER 2026

WHAT’S ON AT KDPS

Please check XUNO for any outstanding
payments or permissions

Lunch Order Day

Lunch Order Day
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Birthdays at KDPS

Due to food allergies and intolerances the preferred treats
at KDPS for birthday celebrations are NO SUGAR Zooper
Doopers.

ZOOPER
DOOPER

NO/SUGAR)
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Community News & Events

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1, 2026

RAREWTRAD
FESTLV At—0

REDISCOVER THE SKILLS AND/.

TRADITIONS OF THE RAST/ //

RARE TRADES + LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS
+ TRADITIONAL SKILLS
S i+ GREAT FOOD + KIDS’ ACTIVITIES
-

JUNIOR
PENNANT \

Starting 7 November 2026

Held on Saturday mornings at the Warrnambool Lawn
Tennis Club for players aged between 9 and 17 years old.

E%E¥E
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Register now » e

Ope¥es

All players must be a WLTC member (Junior
or Family) before the first week.

www.warrnamboollawntennis.com
41 Pertobe Rd Warrnambool
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CHOIR

Sunday 15th

Where Drama Meets Music!

DRAMAFEST is bringing something NEW to the stage with
MONKS DRAMATIC CHOIR!

Grade 2 - Yr 10 ONLY : ffam - 12.30pm $23.50

Join international award-winning performing artist Jennifer Monk
and very special guest Milly Monk, singer, songwriter and former
contestant on The Voice, for a fun-filled workshop combining drama,
music and performance!

Participants will explore creative drama games, warm up their voices
and discover what it takes to learn, rehearse and perform a song
together.

From building confidence and finding their voice to working as an
ensemble, this workshop is all about creativity, collaboration and the
joy of performing!

collins booksellers

A story-filled
afternoon
for families and RoahiCh,

kids Gged 412 Book Signin;

Activated Storytime

14 NOV 12-4PM
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