
School Agreements 
 

•  Mutual Respect 

•  Attentive Listening 

•  Appreciations   

 - No Put Downs 

•  Right to Pass 

•  Personal Best 

 

Dates for 2022 
Term 2 - 26th Apr - 24th Jun 
Term 3 - 11th Jul - 16th Sep 
Term 4 - 3rd Oct - 20th Dec 

NEWSLETTER 
   TERM 2 - WEEK 1 
 

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL: 

 
T:55658332  F: 55658812    

 E:koroit.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Children are  
supervised in the yard 

from 8:40 until 3:40 

 

Mentor focus:  
 
 
 

When we choose kindness, 
we automatically wind up 

including others!  
 

We include others when we 
choose kind words and     

actions.  
 

Kindness is contagious.  
 

When we receive kind words, 
we feel good about ourselves. 

 
 We are then more likely to 

share kind words with others. 
 

 

Thank you for the warm welcome in the last 
week of term one.  I have enjoyed getting to 
know the staff and students at KDPS.   
The children are to be commended for a  
fantastic start to 2022.  Last term was the  
longest period that children have spent at 
school for two years due to covid. 
Term 2 is going to be a short term with only 9 
weeks of classes, including 3 public holidays. 
The education department has announced that 
professional practice days can now be held as a 
whole staff day due to the CRT shortage. We 
have decided to employ CRT’s for half day  
release in week 4 and 9 to ensure that students 
and families are not impacted by another day 
away from the classroom. 
The last day of school was certainly a highlight 
for many students. Popcorn, movie and the 
colour run allowed for all children to flourish 
throughout the day.  Thank you to the many 
parents who attended the day and supported 
their children.  A shout out must go to Mrs 
Lathwell for her preparation and organisation of 
the day. 
Mr Ryan has been successfully appointed in a 
short-term Education Improvement Leader (EIL) 
role for term 2.  The role officially commenced 
on Monday 26th of April. This is an exciting 
opportunity to take on a regional role in the 
Wimmera South West. We are extremely 
pleased that Mr Ryan will continue to support 
the Koroit and District Primary Schools review 
process. 
This week we our school community joined for 
our ANZAC ceremony beside the Gallipoli Oak.  
The school leaders are to be commended who 
planned and conducted the amazing service.  
Thank you to Bianca Schultz for supplying the 
materials for the wreath that looked incredible.  
Reg and Henry happily supported the ANZAC 
Day Service in Koroit on ANZAC Day. Thank you, 
Reg and Harry, for kindly laying the wreath on 
behalf of all the students at KDPS as a symbol to 
honour and remember those who gave their 
lives for us. 
Anthony Dowling, an Irish Festival Committee 
member motivated the children by sharing a 
song –Rattling Bob. Anthony has a special talent 
managing the whole school and allowing the 
children to create dance steps in partners and 
small groups. 
 
 

This weekend Koroit is going to be alive with the 
Irish festival. Thank you to the many members of 
KDPS who have volunteered their time. Students 
who have registered for the parade will have their 
tickets sent home today. 
School Review 
Next week is the beginning of our School Review 
Process. Reviews provide information about the 
overall quality of a school, such as observations 
about school leadership, school facilities, teacher 
quality, parent involvement, and programs 
offered. School reviews occur every four years and 
are a great opportunity for us to celebrate  
successes and set future goals for the school  
moving forward. I look forward to being a part of 
this journey and will be seeking support of parents 
and school council. 
Extension of School RAT Testing 
The Victorian Government is extending the rapid 
antigen test screening program for the first 4 
weeks of Term 2. The screening recommendations 
will remain the same next term for students and 
staff: Mainstream schools – recommended to test 
at home twice a week Specialist schools – 
 recommended to test 5 days a week due to the 
higher risk of severe illness for medically  
vulnerable children. We have packed and sent 
home RAT tests for families today. 
Face masks  
From 11:59 pm Friday 22 April, face masks, while 
recommended, are not required in any school 
setting. This means students in grades 3 to 6, staff 
and visitors in primary schools are no longer  
required to wear face masks. Any student or staff 
member who wishes to wear a mask may do so, 
including those who are medically at-risk. 
Screening requirements  
Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, 
and have completed their 7-day isolation period, 
now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test 
(RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release 
from isolation. This was previously 8 weeks.  
Household contacts  
Students who are household contacts of a  
COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. 
They may return to school as long as they  
undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during 
their 7-day period. They are required to notify the 
school that they are a household contact.  
Students aged 8 years and above who are  
household contacts are required to wear face 
masks when indoors at school unless they have a 
valid exemption.  If a student household contact 
returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for 
7 days. 



 
Wellbeing: 

SHA Talking about school with kids 
RE 
Talking about school: why children sometimes find it hard 
 
‘How was school?’ is a big question. To answer, your child has to sum up a whole day, and that’s 
hard for children (and even adults!) to do. 
A child might really want to say, ‘My day was so jam-packed with ideas and classes and social stuff 
that I don’t know where to start’. So it’s easier just to say, ‘OK’. 
Some children feel their school experiences are private, so they might not want to share them. This is 
a typical part of school-age development as children start to shape their own identities and social 
worlds. But your child still needs to know you’re available when they’re ready to talk. 
 
Why talking about school is important 
 
Talking with your child about the school day shows you’re interested in what’s going on in their life. 
This interest boosts your child’s mental health, happiness and wellbeing. It can also have a very  
positive effect on your child’s behaviour and achievement. It shows your child that you value school 
and education, which encourages them to value it too. 
Talking together about school also helps you get to know more about what’s expected of your 
child at school, how they learn and how they handle challenges. It can help you understand when 
your child is feeling less interested in school or having problems. 
When you’re in touch with your child’s feelings about school, you’re more likely to see problems  
before they get too big. This way you can work on overcoming challenges together. 
And talking about school issues – like school projects or friendship problems – is also a great chance 
for you to express your family values about things like teamwork, respect for self and others,  
friendships, relationships, problem-solving and so on. 
If your child is having problems at school, you can start by talking with their teacher.  
 
Strategies for talking about school with your child 
 
When your child first gets home from school in the afternoon, they’ll probably be tired and hungry or 
thinking about other things. So easing the transition from school or after-school activities to 
home can help your child feel more like talking. 
It’s best to avoid asking your child a lot of questions straight away – this can be overwhelming for 
your child. You can just let your child know that you’re glad to see them, and talk about non-school 
topics for a while. Younger children will probably also like unpacking their bags and going through 
any notes before you ask about school. 
Saving questions about homework for later on can also take the pressure off! 
Every afternoon or evening will be different. Even if your child usually likes to share their day with 
you, there’ll be days when they don’t want to talk. Sometimes it’s a matter of sensing your child’s 
mood and picking the right moment. Some days there might not be a right moment at all, and that’s 
OK. 
Simple, positive and specific questions about parts of the day can get your child talking. It’s good 
to use questions that invite more than a ‘yes’, ‘no’ or ‘OK’ response. For example: 

What’s the news from school today? 
What was fun? 
What did you like best at school today? 
What does your classroom look like at the moment? 
What did you do in class after recess? 
Who did you hang out with today? 
What subjects did you do today? 
What topics are you working on in science at the moment? 
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Tips for talking about school with primary school children 
 
These tips can help you get a conversation going: 
• Make time to talk. This can often be when you’re doing something with your child. For          

example, your child might like to talk when you’re walking the dog or preparing dinner         
together. 

• Give your child your full attention if they want to talk with you about their day. 
• Take seriously whatever your child tells you. For example, you can say things like, ‘That’s    

really interesting. Then what happened?’ or ‘And how do you feel about that?’ 
• Use respectful language when you talk about the school and teachers with or in front of your 

child. For example, ‘I can see that’s frustrating, but Ms Adams is your teacher and you need to 
speak respectfully to her’, or ‘Yes, that seems unfair, but perhaps you don’t know the whole   
story’. 

• Use active listening techniques. These can help you pick up on your child’s feelings and work 
out whether they want to talk. 

 
Your child’s behaviour and communication style might seem to change overnight when they start 
school. Suddenly everything’s ‘awesome’, or they’re rolling their eyes at everything you say. Your 
child is learning all kinds of new things from their friends and teachers, so this is part of developing a 
unique identity. 
 
Ideas for talking about school with secondary school children 
 
As your child develops into the teenage years, they might want more privacy and time to themselves, 
which can make it harder to talk about school. But this isn’t the end of your warm, close relationship 
– it’s just that getting some distance from you is how your child becomes a more independent  
individual. 
Stay connected 
Staying connected to your child can help you balance respect for their independence and privacy with 
your need to keep in touch with their life. It can also help you pick up on the moments when your 
child is ready to talk. 
Ask about links between schoolwork and future plans 
At this age, your child might be more open to talking about the links between their schoolwork and 
what they want to do when they finish school. 
So rather than asking about your child’s day-to-day activities, you could try focusing on future plans. 
For example, ‘How’s the webpage you were designing in information technology coming along? Are 
you still thinking you might want to get into web design after school?’ 
Look out for signs of problems 
Even if you usually have a good relationship with your child, they might not always tell you when 
they’re having a tough time. If your child is upset or nervous about discussing school or refuses to 
answer a question, there might be a problem at school. 
If you’re worried, you could try talking to other adults who know your child. You could also make an 
appointment with your child’s year coordinator or the school counsellor to talk about what’s going on. 
Stay calm around tricky topics 
Conversations with your child about school might bring up tricky topics. Try to stay calm, listen  
without judgement and focus on how your child is feeling. This is a great chance for you to be  
supportive and show your child that you value their honesty. 
If your child doesn’t want to talk with you about a tricky topic, it might help to find another adult for 
them to talk with. You could suggest someone they trust and feel comfortable with, like a relative, 
friend, teacher or counsellor. 
 

Wellbeing: 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/communicating-relationships/communicating/active-listening
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/communicating-relationships/family-relationships/staying-connected-you-your-teen
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/development/social-emotional-development/independence-in-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/communicating-relationships/family-relationships/privacy-trust-teen-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/communicating-relationships/tough-topics/difficult-conversations-with-teens


 

 



 

For those that have organised an Irish Festival Ticket through KDPS , you have been sent the meeting 

point information via email & Xuno. If you have organsied your own tickets here are your meeting 

points. We are looking forward to a great day or Irish Celebrations ! Remember if you are going in 

the parade, please wear your House top or House colour top. See you at the meeting point from 

11.40am!  

Koroit Irish Festival: 



 
Koroit & District Primary School Sensory Garden Plan 

 



 
Koroit & District Primary School Sensory Garden Progress! 

 



 
Koroit & District Primary School Toilet Block update: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are lucky enough to start Term 2 off with a new toilet block! 
Our Senior school (Grades 3-6) will now use the new toilet block going forward. We count 
ourselves very lucky to have such new facilities and hope to keep them in great condition for 
as long as possible. 
 



 

 

Please remember to promote your child/ren to the next grade on the schoollunchonline  
website—this allows us to get your child/ren’s lunch order to them without confusion. Many 
Thanks! 



 

! KDPS Birthdays ! 
At KDPS we celebrate children's birthdays as a school by sing-
ing happy birthday at our whole school assembly.  
Each classroom celebrates birthdays in different ways.  
Some classes have a special chair for the day or a badge to 
wear, most classrooms have birthdays displayed in the room. 
For the purpose of an individual child’s celebration or  
birthday we are now advising a sugar free icy pole or sugar 
Zooper Dooper be a recommended option for these  
occasions.   
It is not compulsory to celebrate all birthdays through the 
classroom. Icy poles can be dropped into the school office.  
Please label with child's name and classroom.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 

 

 



  

Save The Date  



 

Lunch Orders Available Wednesday  
& Friday through (by 9am):  

Attendance - 
Please advise the school prior to 9am if your child will be absent 
using the below methods: Email: 
Koroit.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone: 5565 8332 

                                                               WEEK 2 

Monday 2 May  3-6 Swimming (Every Monday for 8 weeks) 
Deakin Girls in STEAM (select Students) 

Tuesday 3 May KDPS Cross Country @ Victoria Park (Koroit) 

Wed 4 May Mothers Day Stall Open ($5 gifts) 
Lunch Order Day 

Thursday 5 May May Race Day (Pupil Free Day) 

Friday 6 May Curriculum Day (Pupil Free Day) Theircare Available 
Grade 4-6 Division Athletics (Those who qualify)  
Lunch Order Day 

                                                                 WEEK 3 

Monday 9 May 3-6 Swimming (Every Monday for 7 weeks) 

Wed 11 May Lunch Order Day 
Grip Excursion (Grade 5/6 Leadership students) 
NAPLAN Grade 3 & 5 

Thurs 12 May NAPLAN Grade 3 & 5 

Friday 13 May Lunch Order Day 
Moyne Cross Country & Soccer day  
‘Do it for Dolly’ Day (More information to come)  
Deakin Girls in STEAM (select Students) 
Year 7 Selection due to KDPS office today. 

                                                               WEEK 4 

Monday 16 May 3-6 Swimming (Every Monday for 6 weeks) 

Tuesday 17 May KDPS Book Fair  

Wed 18 May KDPS Book Fair 
Lunch Order Day 

Thursday 19 May KDPS Book Fair 

Friday 20 May Lunch Order Day 

                                                               WEEK 5 

Monday 23 May 3-6 Swimming (Every Monday for 5 weeks) 
Division Cross Country (Select Students) 
BIOCATS (Select Students) 

Tuesday 24 May Foundation 2023 School Tours 10am-11am  

Wed 25 May National Simultaneous Storytime  
Lunch Order Day 

Thursday 26 May National Sorry Day 
Foundation 2023 School Tours 10am-11am 
Foundation 2023 Information night 5.30-6.30pm  

                                                               WEEK 6 

Monday 30 May 3-6 Swimming (Every Monday for 4 weeks) 
Regional Cross Country 


