
School Agreements 
•  Mutual Respect 

•  Attentive Listening 

•  Appreciations   
 - No Put Downs 

•  Right to Pass 

•  Personal Best 

Dates for 2021 
Term 4: 4 Oct—17 Dec 

 

NEWSLETTER 
TERM 4 - WEEK 3 
22nd October 2021 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

T:55658332   F: 5565 8812    
 E:koroit.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
https://www.koroitps.vic.edu.au/ 

Children are  
supervised in the yard 

from 8:40 until 3:40 

 MENTOR FOCUS 
 

Empathy 

Empathy is the ability to 

understand how someone 

else is feeling or to   

understand the situation 

they are in.  

It is the ability to “put  

yourself in someone else’s 

shoes” and to understand 

the way a situation might 

make them feel. 
Have you ever felt sad with 
a friend just because he was 
sad? That’s empathy! So for 

example, if you feel sad 
with your friend because he 

didn’t make the soccer 
team (even though you 

aren’t affected by him not 
making the team)… that’s 

empathy. Sharing his  
sadness is a kind of  

empathy. 

NO HAT, 
NO PLAY 

Welcome back ! 
 
I don’t know that there are enough words to 
describe how incredibly wonderful it is to 
have our whole school back in the school at 
the one time. The school has been ‘buzzing’ 
all day and hearing ‘chatter, laughter and 
learning’ from the classrooms has never 
sounded so great. We have been looking  
forward to this day for weeks and are  
extremely grateful that it is has arrived.  
Today is also the first day our whole staff is on 
site at one time, which is also truly a         
wonderful feeling. 
 
The grade 3-6 students have obviously been 
directly impacted by the state-wide return to 
school plan over the past 2 weeks.  
 
I acknowledge this hasn’t been an easy plan 
to adhere to, but we are so proud of every 
one of our students for showing resilience 
and adaptability to continue learning under 
these conditions. I would also like to thank 
and acknowledge the Grade 3-6 teachers for 
their positivity and flexibility during this time. 
Our whole school team have been amazing 
over the past 18 months and I am truly    
grateful for all of them.  
 
Once again, I give a heartfelt shout out to you 
– our amazing parents and carers. There is no 
doubt that our whole school community has 
banded together to get through this  
pandemic. We have felt every bit of support 
from you all and for this we are all sincerely 
grateful. Let’s keep working together through 
the next stage.  

 
Hats: 

Just a reminder; as we come into the sunnier 

seasons, Students need to wear broad 

brimmed hats. Please  contact the office if you 

need a broad brimmed hat for your child/ren. 

 
 
 

Face Masks  
We understand that this has been          

challenging for some students to get used 

to, but again we have to say how proud we 

are of them for doing their best to keep 

masks on. We also thank you all for being 

respectful in supporting this mandate or 

providing valid reasons for exemptions. 

Teachers are utilising every opportunity to 

engage in learning in outside spaces to give 

the kids a break from wearing masks, again 

we will keep working together to support 

this plan.  

Our Term 4 focus 
We recognise returning to school can    
present some challenges for some students 
and families after not being ‘immersed’ in 
the school environment for a long period of 
time. Please know we have many supports 
in place to help students and families with 
this transition. I strongly encouraged     
families to reach out if there are any      
concerns or if there if there is something 
we may have missed. We are completely 
focused on giving every student every   
opportunity to have the best end to the 
school year – with approximately 6 weeks 
to go, we are confident we can achieve this 
together. We have a couple of special 
events in planning stages, but will wait for 
the operations guide to put formal plans in 
place.  
 
Whole school parent forum 2021 
Every year we invite parents to celebrate 
the year and outline the plan for the year 
ahead. This year we plan to have this event 
online. We would love at least one parent 
from each family to link in our one hour 
session. This year it will be held on 
Wednesday 1st December (WebEx details to 
follow).  
 
COVID Plan 
We will continue with the current COVID 
plan we have in place, I will provide further 
updates after the next operations guide is 
published.  



 
More from the Principal 

Appropriate use of Internet and social media platforms 
After the extended period of time at home, things may have slipped at home. Recently the series Squid Games was 
brought to my attention. I will attach an article relating to this Netflix series.  We strongly encourage all parents to check 
in on how and when their children are utilising social network platforms and the internet and movie platforms. We will 
not be permitting such games at KDPS.  
 
Safeguarding Update: Squid Game 

October 8th, 2021   https://bit.ly/3DtzciZ (for the full article) 
Due to the popularity of Netflix’s most recent viral show, Squid Game, our online safety experts have   
received several questions about it from concerned parents, carers, and teachers. We decided 
to release a Safeguarding Update that highlights the main risks and concerns our experts 
found when researching the show.    

What is Squid Game?  
Squid Game is a South Korean television series streaming on Netflix. The plot centres on a group of adult 
debtors, thieves, and gamblers competing against each other in a series of childhood games for a grand 
cash prize. However, there is a dark twist to these seemingly innocent games – losing competitors are 
violently killed off in ways that grow more twisted as the games grow more intense.   

 Since its release in September 2021, Squid Game has become number one across 90 different countries 
in Netflix’s ranking of most watched TV shows. It has been number one in the UK for thirteen consecutive 
days since its release.   

Harmful Content in the Show  
Currently, Squid Game has a rating of 15+ as the visual content includes high levels of gore, death,       
violence, and physical assault. It also has graphic depictions of suicide, murder, and sexual assault. 

Children and young people are likely to know about Squid Game via word of mouth and social media/
gaming platforms. They may be unaware of the extent of gore, death, and violence the show contains. It 
also focuses on adult themes (such as gambling, debt, and sex) that are not appropriate for younger 
viewers. For young people who live with mental health issues, they may be triggered by some of the    
content. 

The aesthetic of Squid Game, especially in promotional images and material, appears innocent and    
childlike. This is to provide a clash with the excessively violent content that is meant to be jarring and   
unsettling to viewers. 

How does my child know about this? 
As this is a cultural phenomenon, Squid Game has become a popular subject of memes, games, and 
online conversation. It is entirely possible for a child or young person to know all about Squid Game –
 without actually watching the show. 

Popular gaming platforms Roblox and Fortnite have also seen a sharp increase in user-designed games 
recreating those in Squid Game. These can be played by anyone. They are also being heavily livestreamed 
by many gaming streamers on YouTube and Twitch as the show is currently trending, and mentioning it is 
an easy way to attract an audience. 

Parents and carers should be aware that video content from this show is found extensively on TikTok, 
which could also increase interest in watching the show. Remember: even if you restrict the young 
person in your care from watching Squid Game, they may be able to access content on other     
platforms. 

https://bit.ly/3DtzciZ


 
More from the Principal 

The Risks of Recreation 
 
Due to the overwhelming popularity of Squid Game and its challenge-based plot, many of the themes 
within the show have become popular on social media platforms. Depictions of these games have started 
to become popular as people film themselves recreating them – without the murderous outcome. The 
most popular are: 
 
Red Light, Green Light 
Players attempt to reach a spot in the allotted time in a stop-start fashion. A particular image from the 
show being recreated from the show involves the giant doll-like robot that runs this game and monitors 
any movement. 
 
Honeycomb Game 
Players must cut out one of four shapes in a thin disc of honeycomb using a needle without breaking the 
shape. This has become popular on TikTok. 
It’s unlikely that children and young people would have the means to entirely recreate the games          
featured in the show in real life. A lot of them include specialised weapons, sets, and equipment 
However, there is a concern that a child or young person may unintentionally put themselves in harm’s 
way by trying to recreate a small portion of the games. Some reports have seen children using physical 
violence in the playground to ‘punish’ losers as a substitute for the player losing their life. If a child        
attempts to recreate the Honeycomb Game, there is a risk of burns from caramelised sugar if they       
attempt to make the honeycomb themselves. Some users have also tried heating sharp objects over 
flames like characters in the show to make cutting an image out of honeycomb easier. 

https://www.belfastlive.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/netflix-squid-game-warning-issued-21815641


 
More from the Principal 

 



 
Wellbeing: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Theircare update: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 





T: 5565 8332   F: 5565 8812   E: koroit.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
https://www.koroitps.vic.edu.au/ 

 

Principal: Marina Milich -  School Council President: Jac Monk 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

KDPS UNIFORM OPTIONS  
AVAILABLE FROM THE OFFICE 
      (dependant on stock levels) 
 
 2021 pricing: 

KDPS School Bag $46.00 
KDPS School Beanie (small & Large Sizes) $20.00 
KDPS School Hat $15.00 
KDPS School socks (suits age 8-12) $5.00 
KDPS School Sports Tops $34.00 

 
 

 
Family Statements: 

 
Over the next week you will receive a letter regarding your KDPS School  

account. Please return this ASAP so that we are able to action any refunds 
or rollovers to 2022. Please Call or email the office with queries once you 

receive your letter.  

 



2021- TERM 4 

                                                                 WEEK 4 

Monday 25 October  

Tuesday 26 October KidFit—Building Strength & Movement—from 8.30 to 8.55 

Wednesday 27 October  

Thursday 28 October KidFit—Building Strength & Movement—from 8.30 to 8.55 

Friday 29 October Ecolink Incursion—Dinosaurs of Australia and Megafauna  

                                                                   WEEK 5 

Monday 1 November  

Tuesday 2 November KidFit—Building Strength & Movement—from 8.30 to 8.55 

Wednesday 3 Nov  

Thursday 4 November KidFit—Building Strength & Movement—from 8.30 to 8.55 

Friday 5 November BIG LIFE Walkathon 

  

Monday 8 November  

Tuesday 9 November  

Wednesday 10 Nov  

Thursday 11 November SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Remembrance Day  

Friday 12 November   

  

Monday 15November  

Tuesday 16 November BOOK FAIR 

Wednesday 17Nov BOOK FAIR 

Thursday 18 November BOOK FAIR 

Friday 19 November  

  

Monday 22 November  

Tuesday 23 November  

Wednesday 24 Nov  

Thursday 25 November  

Friday 26 November  

  

Monday 29 November  

Lunch Orders Available Wednesday  
& Friday through:  

https://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/ 

Attendance - 
Please advise the school prior to 9am if your child will be absent 

using the below methods: 
Email: Koroit.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 5565 8332 

https://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/

