
School Agreements 
•  Mutual Respect 

•  Aen�ve Listening 

•  Apprecia�ons   

 - No Put Downs 

•  Right to Pass 

•  Personal Best 

Dates for 2020 
Term 4:  Oct 5 - Dec 18 

Children are supervised 

in the yard from  

8:40 un�l 3:40 
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MENTOR FOCUS 
 

 

               Inclusion 

Wouldn't it be a boring world if 

everyone was exactly the same? If 

we all looked iden�cal, dressed 

alike, ate the same foods, spoke 

the same language, the world 

would be prey uninteres�ng! 

What makes the world exci�ng is 

that we're all differ-

ent. Diversity simply means  

differences. If there is a diverse 

group of pets, for example, there 

might be a dog, a cat, a bird, and a 

lizard. People can be different in 

many ways. Some of the most 

obvious differences we may  

no�ce are age, language, culture, 

appearance, disabili�es, race or 

ethnicity, and religion.              

Unfortunately, there are some 

people who only like those who 

are  

exactly like them or who look and 

think the same way they do. 

These people have prejudices 

against those who are different 

from them. A prejudice is when 

you think badly of someone based 

on something about them, such as 

their religion or race, even though 

you don't even know that person. 

 

It is Week 5 already!  

 

It is hard to believe we have just completed 

week 5 of term 4. We are just about half way 

through the term and con�nue to engage 

students in focused teaching and engaging 

tasks. The students are to be commended on 

their ongoing focus and gra�tude for being 

back at school. Friendship connec�ons have 

con�nued to flourish and students are       

following the KDPS Way agreements most of 

the �me. However, we are all in the middle of 

our final term aBer a significantly challenging 

year. This week I have reminded children to 

check in on themselves and take responsibility 

for making sure they keep up with above the 

line behaviours. We are here to support    

everyone with this plan, but I also strongly 

encourage parents to support your children 

by having a conversa�on with them about 

this.    

 

Grade 6 Transi�on informa�on night - 

 

I would like to thank Mrs Lissa Lathwell and 

Mrs Hayley Sheehan for co-ordina�ng the 

grade 6 to year 7 transi�on informa�on on 

Wednesday night. We are extremely          

privileged to have had Lynda Neville (Brauer 

College) Dave CliB (Warrnambool College) 

and John Ralph and Carly Dart (Hawkesdale 

Secondary School) speak with KDPS parents 

and students about transi�oning into         

secondary school. I thank all parents for    

taking the �me link in on Webex and I hope 

you all got something out of the evening. I 

know I sure did. Grade 6 parent support packs 

will be sent home (as discussed on the night) 

next week.  

 

Grade 5/6 Student Led Learning Walks - 

 

Students in grade 5/6 were given the     

opportunity to apply to be on the Student 

Led Learning Walk team. A student led 

learning walk gives students the              

opportunity to observe teaching and   

learning in each learning community,     

record what they no�ce and form some 

wonderings about what can be improved. 

We are extremely impressed with the 

team’s commitment to learn and            

understand the learning walk process and 

look forward to scheduling sessions from 

next week. The observa�ons and            

wonderings students form will be used to 

make improvements in the way we teach, 

the way we support our students to learn 

and will also inform our strategy plan for 

2021. We also look forward to sharing 

some of the students’ insights with the 

school community. Student led learning 

walks are a profound way of engaging      

student voice and agency in the school  

improvement process. This is also the first 

student learning walk team at KDPS.  

Parent Payment Policy- 

 

Please find aached the updated parent 

payment policy (guided by DET). We hope 

this is a more comprehensive document 

outlining all school payment contribu�ons. 

Due to the uncertainty around excursions 

and incursions in 2021, we have created a 

pay as you go system for next year. We are 

currently working on camp costs and will 

publish these before the end of the school 

year to support your financial planning.  

We will also provide a payment instalment 

system from the beginning of 2021. Please 

contact the office if you have any further 

queries.  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Semester 2 Reports 

 

Teachers will begin working on end of year reports at the end of November. Student reports will look the same as they do each 

year with a progression point showing their level of achievement for 2020. Teachers will also provide a wrien personalised  

comment about each student. Teachers would’ve already made contact with parents if your child has required addi�onal       

support and this is currently in progress. Although it has been a disrup�ve year, we are pleased with the progress students     

con�nue to make. We are fortunate to have so many suppor�ve families that con�nued to engage during remote learning which 

has proved to support ongoing growth for every student at their own pace. Please see the calendar for details about reports  

being sent home.  

 

 

Naidoc Week 

Next week we are celebra�ng Naidoc Week. All students will be involved in different ac�vi�es each day of the week. We look 

forward to sharing our learning experiences with the parents and the wider school community through Facebook and seesaw.  

 

 

Parent Forum 2020  

 

I am invi�ng all parents to aend an online parent forum for 2020. During this hour session I will outline the teaching and    

learning plan and structure for 2021, share survey results and respond to any ques�ons or queries. Parents of students in       

Limerick and Kerry are invited to aend on Wednesday 2
nd
 December and parents of students in Cork and Dublin are invited to 

aend on Thursday 3
rd
 December. An invita�on to the mee�ng will be sent out to your email closer to the date.  

 

On behalf of the entire KDPS community I would like to again start my report by extending a massive thank you to our 
amazing staff who have done a truly awesome job supporting our kids (and surely our now fully qualified home  
teachers- the parents!) through remote learning 2.0. We have a very special group of people working with us and our 
children. Yet again, they had our children’s needs at the forefront of all decisions made for the school and for this we 
are truly grateful. A big thank you! 

Last week we had another short and productive council meeting. The refurbishment of the school grounds were again 
front and centre at the meeting, with council approving the building of a stage area, additional storage shedding and  
flagging a few more improvements to be actioned and announced in the new year.  

We also discussed the impact of ongoing COVID restrictions, next years’ budget and staffing requirements. We have 
a fantastic enrolment of foundation students for next year, with 31 confirmed students, our little school is set to grow 
further.  

Finally look out for the DET annual survey in your inboxes, as well as Marina’s call for the whole of school forum that 
will be run by Webex this year due COVID. Feedback from these two initiatives are vital for helping us refine and    
enhance the teaching and facilities at KDPS. 

Until next time. 

 Jac Monk 

School Council President’s Report 















 

Koroit & District Primary School is looking for some  

chickens! 

 
If you or anyone you know may be able to assist in a dona�on of 2 or 3 Chooks for 

our Hands On Learning Chook House, please contact the office on 5565 8332 

 

 

 

KDPS UNIFORM OPTIONS  

AVAILABLE FROM THE OFFICE 
      2021 pricing: 

KDPS School Bag $46.00 

KDPS School Beanie (small & Large Sizes) $20.00 

KDPS School Hat $15.00 

KDPS School socks (suits age 8-12) $5.00 

KDPS School Sports Tops $34.00 

 

 



Wellbeing 
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Mental health apps for kids and teens 
 

 

 

Smiling Mind 

Smiling Mind is a FREE mindfulness meditation app developed by psychologists and educators to help 
bring balance to your life. Just as we eat well and stay fit to keep our body healthy, mindfulness medita-
tion is about mental health and looking after the mind. Our programs are designed to assist people in 
dealing with the pressure, stress, and challenges of daily life. 

 

Headspace: Meditation & Sleep 

Headspace is your guide to health and happiness. It’s the simple way to let go of stress and get a better 
night’s rest. Learn to relax with guided meditations and mindfulness techniques that bring calm, well-
ness and balance to your life in just a few minutes a day. Plus, Sleep by Headspace helps you create the 
ideal conditions for a good night’s rest. 

 

ReachOut Breathe 
ReachOut Breathe helps you reduce the physical symptoms of stress and anxiety by slowing 

down your breathing and your heart rate with your iPhone or Apple Watch. 
Research shows that slowing your heart rate can increase feelings of calmness in your body. Using sim-
ple visuals, ReachOut Breathe helps you to control your breath and measures your heart rate in real-time 
using the camera in your phone. This means that you can actively address the onset of physical stress 
symptoms such as shortness of breath, increased heart rate and a tightening of the chest. 

 

Clear Fear 
Clear Fear provides you with a range of ways to manage anxiety. Developed by a clinician co-

collaboratively with young people, Clear Fear uses a Cognitive Behavioural framework to help you 
change anxious thoughts and emotions, alter anxious behaviours and calm fear responses. It also has help-
ful descriptions of the different ways in which anxiety shows, resources and a grit box to boost resilience. 
It is recommended for the ages of 11-19 years but can be used by a younger group with the support of a 
parent or carer. 

 

Mindshift 
MindShift app is based on to help young adults cope with anxiety, by acting as a portable coach that 
guides users through challenging situations. Designed in collaboration with Anxiety Canada, this app 
teaches users how to relax and helps them identify active steps to directly face and take charge of their 
anxiety. 
The app provides a variety of methods for young people to respond to anxiety including; developing 
their knowledge of anxiety and symptoms, engaging in relaxation tasks, evaluating their level of anxiety 
in particular situations, developing realistic thinking patterns and changing behaviour.  





2020 - TERM 4 
                                                  TERM 4 

                                                       WEEK 6— Naidoc Week 

Tues Nov 10 Kinder Transi�on Day 

Wed Nov 11 Green Team Ac�vity—Na�onal Recycling week! 2pm-2.30pm @ STEM Room 

Remembrance Day 

Fri Nov 13 Lunch Order Day 

                                                      WEEK 7—Choose a des�na�on 

Tues Nov 17 Kinder Transi�on Day  

Wed Nov 18 Green Team Ac�vity—Rubbish Heroes! 2pm-2.30pm Outside Founda�on room. 

Thurs Nov 19 Grade 3/4 Tennis in Warrnambool 

Fri Nov 20 Lunch Order Day 

Grade 5/6  (op�onal) Cricket in Port Fairy 

                                                    WEEK 8—Nature Week 

Tues Nov 24 Kinder Transi�on Day  

Wed Nov 25 Green Team Ac�vi�es—Rubbish Heroes 2pm-2.30pm Outside Founda�on Room. 

Rubbish Free Lunch Day 

Thurs Nov 26 Grade 3/4 Tennis in Warrnambool 

Fri Nov 27 Lunch Order Day 

                                                   WEEK 9—Disco—Let’s Dance 

Mon Nov 30  

Tues Dec 1 Kinder Transi�on Day  

Wed Dec 2 Green Team Ac�vi�es—Get CraBy! 2pm-2.30pm @ STEM Room 

Whole school parent forum—webex (Limerick & Kerry) 6.30-7.30 

Thurs Dec 3 Whole School parent Forum— webex  (Cork & Dublin) 6.30-7.30 

Grade 3/4 Tennis in Warrnambool 

Fri Dec 4 Lunch Order Day 

                                                    Week 10—Christmas & Fun For Kids ac�vi�es 

Mon Dec 7 2021 Home Room Class Alloca�on sent home 

Semester 2, 2020 Reports sent home 

Tue Dec 8 State Wide Whole School Transi�on Day 9.30am—1pm 

Wed Dec 9 Students working in new learning communi�es 2.15-3.15 

Thurs Dec 10 Students working in new learning communi�es 2.15-3.15 

Fri Dec 11 Students working in new learning communi�es 2.15-3.15 

Lunch Order Day 

                                                    Week 11— 

Mon Dec 14 Grade 6 Gradua�on (Students & Staff Only)  5-7pm 

Tues Dec 15 KDPS BIG DAY IN—Fun day of ac�vi�es @ School to celebrate the end of year. 

Wed Dec 16 No formal classes—alterna�ve program provided 

Thurs Dec 17 No formal classes—alterna�ve program provided 

Fri Dec 18 No formal classes—alterna�ve program provided 

2.30 Finish Time 

 


