
School Agreements 
  Mutual Respect 

  Attentive Listening 

  Appreciations   
 - No Put Downs 

  Right to Pass 

  Personal Best 

 

Dates for 2019 
Term 4: Oct 7 - Dec 20 

 

Children are supervised 
in the yard from  

8:45 until 3:35 

NEWSLETTER 
TERM 4 - WEEK 7  
November 22, 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

NO HAT,  
NO PLAY 

MENTOR FOCUS 
How to make friends.    

One way to be happier is to 
increase the quality of our 
friendships. Whether you are a 
sociable person or a loner, 
friendships are important. One 
of the easiest ways to remain 
engaged and interested at 
school, at work or in life, is to 
enjoy the company of the 
people that we are with.  
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Congratulations to our Grade 6 Lead-
ership team and Mrs Lathwell for all 
their fundraising efforts this year. Our 
Leadership project was to raise funds 
for a fantastic cause ‘Dolly’s Dream’ 
and make an impact on the wider com-
munity. We are pleased to announce 
that the Koroit and District Primary 
School Community have raised 
$1001.54 this year through the follow-
ing school events – whole school pan-
cake day, pyjama and slice day, casual 
clothes day, pie day and our Choose 
Kind launch a couple of weeks ago. 
This is a fantastic effort for an ex-
tremely worthwhile cause. Not only 
have we raised funds, we have also 
raised important awareness of Choos-
ing Kind with our words, actions and 
body language and the impact our ac-
tions can have on others. At Koroit and 
District Primary School we work to-
gether to create a happy and safe 
school for everyone and we have em-
braced our Choose Kind campaign. 
Once again, congratulations to the 
grade 6 leadership team and the whole 
KDPS community – your efforts have 
been outstanding!   

 
 
Sovereign Hill – Grade ¾ Camp 
It was an honour to attend the grade ¾ 
camp and work closely with the grade ¾ 
learning community. I would like to 
acknowledge Mrs Amy Cooper and Mr 
Mitch Hodgson for organising such an 
engaging and memorable experience for 
our students. The camp experience has 
consolidated student learning about a 
significant part of Victorian history– the 
Gold Rush.  I would also like to com-
mend our students on their behaviour, 
manners and interest in every activity. 
There were also challenges some stu-
dents overcame, being away from home 
and going into the mine. I was so im-
pressed with how our students looked 
after each other and make sure everyone 
is ok. I would also like to thank all the 
staff who attended the camp – Mitch 
Hodgson, Nicholas Ryan, Jodie Hancy, 
Glenda Allen and Grace Dunne – our 
children were in extremely good hands 
over the three days they were away. We 
have an exceptional staff here at KDPS 
who go above and beyond to ensure 
children are cared for, happy and com-
fortable – we hope you all enjoyed the 
phots and we captured the wonderful 
experience for you.   
Grade 1/2 Port Fairy Camp 
Thankyou Mrs Farrelly, Mrs Rivett, Mrs 
Vesey, Natarsha, Grace and Olivia who 
stepped in for Mrs Sheehan and Mrs 
Myers on Thursday (while Mrs Sheehan 
and Mrs Myers attended a professional 
learning day). Again, the students were 
exceptional. We love providing these 
experiences for our students, so that 
their learning is enriched and supported 
by ‘real’ encounters. Congratulations to 
the Grade 2 students who had one night 
away from their families (well done to 
parents too). 
 



T: 5565 8332   F: 5565 8812   E: koroit.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
https://www.koroitps.vic.edu.au/ 

 

Principal: Marina Milich -  School Council President: Jac Monk 

More from the Principal... 

 
Welcome home Grade 5/6 campers! 
What a week it has been for our senior students – a long 
bus drive, Parliament House, Royal Australian Mint, 
Questacon, National Gallery, The Australian War Memo-
rial, Australian Institute of Sport and more. We are look-
ing forward to having them home tonight and can’t wait to 
hear about all their experiences. Thankyou Mrs Lathwell, 
Mr Ryan, Mrs Hoy and Glenda for looking after our kids 
this week. I know that you have all had a wonderful time.  
 
 
Teacher Professional Learning Day – Thursday 14th No-
vember 
Last Thursday our classroom teaching staff were fortunate 
to participate in a professional learning day at Deakin 
University with Misty Adoniou. Misty was a teacher and 
senior lecturer at in Language and Literacy at the Univer-
sity of Canberra. Our work with her on Thursday was 
about enhancing the way we teach writing. Misty’s strong 
message is  ‘Ambitious teaching will see us challenging 
our children to write with intention, and to learn the craft 
of writing. This requires our children to be reading quali-
ty texts, and to have knowledgeable teachers who can 
teach the way the English language works to entertain, 
inform and persuade the hearts and minds of readers.’ We 
are excited about integrating our learning and enhancing 
our approaches to teaching writing. Our priority is to al-
ways provide our students with quality learning experi-
ences that will support growth for every student.  
 
 
Parent Forum Monday 25th November 2019 
Our Annual Parent Forum is coming up on Monday 25th 

November, 2019. We strongly advise at least one par -
ent from each family to attend. The night will begin with a 
short information session about After School Care begin-
ning at 6pm. If you do not intend to use this service, you 

are welcome to join us from 6.30. A light supper will be 
provided and child care will be available. Please complete 
the survey monkey attached to the newsletter to RSVP.  

 
End of year celebrations… 
Our end of year celebrations are beginning soon. All fami-
lies are invited to our Whole School Learning Showcase 
on Friday 29th November. Family members are welcome 
to visit each learning community and celebrate teaching 
and learning during 2019 (see calendar for times).  
The Foundation students are excited about their end of 
year Christmas dinner at school on the evening of Thurs-

day 5th December. 

.  

On Friday 13th December, we invite all our parent helpers 

and volunteers to our  ‘thankyou’ morning tea from 11-
11.30am in the school hall. We sincerely appreciate all the 
support you provide the school and would love to celebrate 

you all on this day.  

 
We will also celebrate together with a family picnic on 
Monday 16th December from 1.45. Families are invited 
to bring their own lunch and picnic rug to share with their 
children. Following the lunch will have a whole school end 
of year assembly at approximately 2.15. Dur ing the as-
sembly we will present end of year awards and farewell our 
grade 6 students (families are welcome to take their children 
home at the conclusion of the assembly). Given that this 
year has been ‘concert’ year at the Koroit theatre – children 
will not be performing again during this assembly.  
 
 
On the evening of Monday 16th December our grade 6 
students will be graduating from KDPS. Grade 6 Par -
ents will be provide with details about the evening.  
 
 
The students are excited about their end of year excursion 
on Tuesday 17th December. This will be the last day of 
formal classes at KDPS for the year. We will finish the day 
at our usual time – 3.25pm.  
 
 
We are excited to have a wonderful end to the year and en-
courage parents to attend the events they are available to 
attend. We are looking forward to celebrating with you all! 
 
 
Safe parking at KDPS 
A reminder to all parent to ensure school driveways and car 
parks remain clear of parent parking/cars. These areas are 
strictly for staff only. Please refrain from walking your chil-

dren through these spaces also. We thank you all for under-
standing this can become a safety issue and it is essential 
this expectation is followed at all times of the day.  



After School Care @ KDPS in 2020 
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Breakfast Club runs every morning before school from 8.30-8.50am.  
All students are welcome to come and have some Cheerios, porridge, toast,                            
fruit or baked beans to charge up their batteries before school.  

Breakfast Club 

TERM FOUR - Week by Week Activities 
NOTES/REMINDERS 
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A reminder to parents to please 
let us know if there are any 

changes of  contact details that 
may have occurred as soon as 

possible, eg. New phone     
numbers, addresses, email  

addresses, etc. 

XUNO 
 

For your information, the code 
for the KDPS XUNO app is 

26i4wr 
 

WEEK 8 

Mon 25 Nov Mini Beast Wildlife Incursion F-2  10-1.30pm 
Scholastic Book Club orders due back today. 
After School Care Information Session 6pm—See Survey Monkey 
6.30 Whole school parent forum.  (see attached ad) 

Wed 27 Nov 4th transition day for 2020 Foundation students 2.30-3.30pm 

Fri 29 Nov Whole School open classrooms—Parents are invited to each Learning community 
to celebrate 2019 2.30-3.10pm followed by assembly. 

WEEK 9 

Mon 2 Dec Quest for the Ultimate Rhythm –Incursion 

Tues 3 Dec 3-6 Choir Performance @ Mill St Koroit. 

Wed 4 Dec 5th transition day for 2020 Foundation students 2.30-3.30pm 

Thurs 5 Dec Foundation Celebration Dinner 5pm-6.30pm @ School 

WEEK 10 

Mon 9 Dec Orientation day for Grade 6 students attending Warrnambool College, Brauer and 
Hawkesdale P12. 
Marine Community Action Day @ Warrnambool Foreshore Grades 3-6 

Tue 10 Dec State wide Transition Day 9am - 1.30pm in 2020 Learning Communities 

Wed 11 Dec Students working in new 2020 Learning Communities from 2.15pm 

Thu 12 Dec Students working in new 2020 Learning Communities from 2.15pm 

Fri 13 Dec Students working in new 2020 Learning Communities from 12.30pm 
Parent Helpers / Volunteers ‘Thankyou’ Morning tea 11am-11.30 in the School 
Hall. 

WEEK 11 

Mon 16 Dec 9.15 Whole School Excursion to Warrnambool College—Rock Performance 
Family picnic and final assembly from 1.45pm—Parents & Extended Family wel-
come to bring a picnic lunch followed by Assembly @ 2.15pm      
Grade 6 Graduation dinner—6pm  Followed by Ceremony & Supper @ 7pm 

Tue 17 Dec Whole School EOY Celebration Day TBA   

Wed 18 Dec No formal classes 

Thu 19 Dec No formal classes 

Fri 20 Dec No formal classes 
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WELLBEING  

Nicole Farrelly 

Wellbeing Officer 

• All internet enabled devices (iPad, phone, iPod, Xbox)SHOULD be in a common area of the house NOT 
IN THE BEDROOM! Need an alarm - buy a clock radio! 
• Parental monitoring is vital – walk past and see what your child is doing, who they are talking to and 
what sites they are on....be aware if their mood changes. This is NOT invading their privacy at all...it is 
parenting in the digital space 
• Make sure there is no response to rude or harassing comments. (keep a record in case of further 
investigation) 
• Advise your student/child to immediately exit any site that makes them feel uncomfortable or worried. 
Basic protective behaviour principles apply. 
• If harassment continues….the current accounts can be deleted and a new one started. The new account 
details should only be given to a selected few. 
• If receiving harassing messages on social media - have the sender blocked & report to the site. 
• If you have found inappropriate content about your child or one in your care on a website or are 
informed about this situation please contact the ISP and or Police or advise the parent to do so a.s.a.p. 
• Have a family internet contract and set house rules about what information your child can put onto 
websites or share with others, where they go online and what they do. You (adult) need to be in charge. 
• Be aware the majority of children WILL NOT tell a parent/teacher if bullied or harassed online for fear 
that they will loose internet access!! NEVER threaten total disconnection! 
• Make sure that your children understand that they will not get in trouble if they tell you about a problem.  
• Parents must learn about the internet with their child – get students to share their knowledge of the 
internet with their parents in a fun environment 
• Spend time online with children, just as you would with many other activities such as sport, board games 
and walking the dog - learn and explore together 
• Install filters and other monitoring/blocking software to minimise dangers. This is already done in 
schools but homes should have up to date filtering software installed at home. 
• Know the sites they are accessing to ensure suitability. Filters CAN sometimes fail to protect and can be 
bypassed by a ‘tech savvy’ child. 
• Learn the lingo so that you can decipher some of the content if required. Advise parents to do the same.  
• ABSOLUTELY NO EXCHANGE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION! 
• Children Under 13 ARE NOT ALLOWED on Facbook, Instagram, Kik, SnapChat, iTunes and many 
more. Don’t support your child to break the rules & they won't be the only one without these accounts. 
Learn to say NO! 
• Social Networking Profiles MUST BE SET TO PRIVATE. Use all the security settings available to 
make the site as safe as possible. 
• Social networking site friends should be people that your child knows in real life. This is one way to 
reduce possible risks. Anyone can be anyone online. 
• Teach children that information on the internet is not always reliable. 
• Very close supervision for young children is recommended. There should be a limit to the number of 
people kids talk to online and the parent/carer should know who they are too. approved. 
• Whatever your children use, you must use as well. Set up accounts on the same sites to ensure that they 
are suitable and the interactions appropriate. Engage with them online. This also allows you to know 
how these applications work. 
• If your child is playing online games it is YOUR responsibility to make sure that YOU know how to 
play the game too in case of problems. Play online games together. 
• Do not let young children ‘google’ aimlessly with no supervision. Children need to be taught about 
search engines and how they work. 
• The internet and the various applications are a lot of fun and a wonderful tool……maximize the benefits 
and surf safely together! 
Please note that this list is by no means exhaustive and that there is no guarantee that adherence to these tips 
will provide 100% protection or safety for those using the various applications of the internet. 

Internet Safety Tips for Teachers, Parents and Carers:- 



What’s happening at KDPS.... 





What’s happening at KDPS.... 
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 Whole school open classrooms to celebrate the end of 2019  
Friday, 29th November 

 

Parents are invited to come in and rove around learning communities for a final end of year celebration.  
2.30-3.10 followed by assembly.  

 



 

FAMILY PICNIC CELEBRATION! 

Parents and families are invited to celebrate the end of year 

at school on Monday 16th December.  

Please bring along a picnic lunch and rug to share with 

your child/children, find a spot to sit on the oval at 

1.45pm 

    2.15—Whole school end of  

    year assembly 

and 2019 awards  
 

We look forward to celebrating with you all! 

 

 

 

 

(parents are welcome to take their children 

home at the conclusion of the assembly) 

We invite all parents and volunteers who have  
supported KDPS during 2019 to our 

‘Thankyou Morning Tea’ 
 
 
 

 
 

On Friday 13th December at 11am in the school hall 

We sincerely appreciate your support and looking forward 
to working with you in 2020 

 

 
Classroom support (reading), Kitchen Garden, Excursions, Sports events, Irish Festi-

val, Easter Fair, Mother’s Day stall, Father’s Day stall, Footy colours day lunch, 
whole school planting day , swimming, careers day and more... 

What’s happening at KDPS.... 



Community News... 
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South West Disability Services and TAFE are hosting an 
exciting event   focussing on International Day of People 
with a Disability, on Friday 6th December.  
There will be lots of informative and fun activities. 
The event will kick off at 5.00 pm in the courtyard outside 
the Food Lab at SW TAFE, followed by a barbeque and a 
Beach Themed All Abilities Disco.  
In conjunction with IDPwD we are also running a colouring 
in competition. Please find attached colouring in             
competition drawing and terms and conditions.            
Competition winners will be announced on the night.  
 
Inclusion activity details and further information to follow 
in the coming weeks, so please keep the date free. 
  
Kind regards, 
Michelle Turner 
Disability Liaison Officer  | Corporate Services  



FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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COMMUNITY NEWS  


